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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL; DUTIES AND 
OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.22 pm): I congratulate the member for Morayfield, who is 
the only one of his colleagues who has made a speech to the House tonight rather than just reading 
from a piece of paper. You must be in line for a promotion soon, member for Morayfield: ‘Minister for 
Car Parks’, perhaps?  

This budget is a slap in the face for the Beaudesert electorate. I will address some of my 
electorate issues shortly, but first I would like to address some issues in relation to my role as shadow 
minister for racing, tourism and sport. I will first turn to racing, because this budget and the financial 
plan of the government for the next year mirrors the reckless and confidence-destroying actions of the 
government towards the racing industry.  

This budget confirms cuts to prize money for country racing of $4.6 million, and I table an article 
from the South Burnett Times entitled ‘False hope for races’, in which the vice-president of the Kumbia 
Race Club, Mr James Curtain, reflects the anger and feelings of many in the industry when he says that 
he felt the state government had ignored the grassroots of the sport.  
Tabled paper: Article from the South Burnett Times, dated 17 June 2016, titled ‘False hope for races: $21 million assigned to 
country races comes with a cost’ [994]. 

That is the message that I hear as I talk to people who are involved in the racing industry. This 
government has ignored the needs and desires and views of people in the racing industry. This budget 
locks in prize money cuts across the next four years, and although funds are set aside to assist country 
race clubs to generate other income and promote their events, we have no idea—and the industry has 
no idea—how that money will be spent or even whether it will actually make it into the country regions. 
It is this uncertainty and angst that is reflected by Mr Curtain and the Kumbia Race Club, who see that 
support coming through only indirect means. That money should go back into racing and supporting 
country racing.  

The comparison between Labor’s approach to country racing and the LNP’s policies, which 
boosted prize money and gave life back to country racing after years of decline, could not be starker. 
Labor shattered the racing industry years ago during the Bligh years, and they have done it again. 
Questions remain about where funds which were slated for infrastructure works in past budgets have 
gone, as apart from Eagle Farm there appears to have been no capital investments made by Racing 
Queensland in this term of government.  

The racing industry also has significant concerns about the method of calculating costs for QRIC, 
the integrity commission. In particular, we have concerns about the possibility that it will suck money 
away from Racing Queensland, away from prize money and away from funds available to grow the 
industry and into a big, black bureaucratic hole.  
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Eagle Farm has now re-opened, and it is terrific to see that. Last Saturday was a great race day, 
with an historic four group 1 races on the same day. This project was only made possible because of 
the work of the former LNP government to invest funds generated by racing back into the racing 
industry, and that is what this government does not get.  

The actions of this government over the past 12 months have shattered the confidence of racing 
across all codes. It sacked an entire board which represented all codes because of the actions of a 
small number of greyhound trainers. It left Racing Queensland with a single member board for almost 
12 months, and a year later it has still not appointed a permanent CEO. The minister appointed a 
thoroughbred representative to the board, only for him to resign in disgrace a couple of days later, and 
two months later the minister still has not replaced him—leaving the board without a representative of 
the code that generates almost 75 per cent of wagering revenue. Four of the seven board positions 
remain vacant.  

The government’s incompetence, dithering and political meddling in the racing industry have 
many fearing that Labor has a deliberate policy to strangle the life out of racing in this state. I want to 
speak directly to all of those thousands of people in the industry and assure them that I want to see 
racing go ahead. An LNP government will get on with the job of letting you get on with your racing 
business to generate income for our regional economies and grow the Queensland racing industry as 
a whole.  

I now turn to tourism, and it is exciting to see profitable times for many parts of the tourism industry 
in this state. The good data about visitor numbers, both domestic and international, is something that 
we on this side of the House welcome. We all want to see a prosperous tourism industry, Mr Deputy 
Speaker, and I am sure you do too, because of its huge impact on jobs and growth in our great and 
beautiful state. Many of our tourism operators are small businesses, so Labor’s policies that undermine 
small business confidence and profitability undermines tourism—like the Treasurer’s payroll tax rebate 
incentive for training which is only available to people who pay payroll tax: three per cent of businesses 
in Queensland. For those who pay payroll tax, the government has abandoned any notion of reducing 
it. It is a tax on jobs. There is no notion that this government is going to reduce a burden on business 
that will boost jobs. We need to look at ways of reducing red and green tape for regulation for tourism 
operators, because the multiplier effect of every dollar spent in tourism is significant. Every dollar spent 
is vital. The LNP in government implemented over 60 initiatives to reduce regulation while maintaining 
important measures to ensure responsibility in business.  

I note that the government is continuing the successful policies of the former government’s 
Attracting Aviation Fund, promoting tourism based on more flights arriving in Queensland. In this case 
the message I am hearing from the tourism sector from RTOs, tourism officers, QTIC and operators is 
simple: the key to terrific results in the past 12 months has been aviation and the lower dollar. Aviation 
is an area that the government can continue to promote to bring more people to Queensland.  

Given that the results of the past 12 months—positive as they are—were built through a period 
during which the LNP government’s policy settings were in place, I want to commend the work of the 
former government and former minister for tourism in working so closely with industry to achieve these 
results. We set out a road map for 2020 through DestinationQ, together with the industry laying the 
foundations for the good times that many in the tourism sector are enjoying now. But there is never any 
time for the government to rest on its laurels, and there is always more work to do to get the conditions 
for jobs and growth right. There are two very important matters that this government is clearly failing 
on, and that is the lockout laws in the tourism sector and the watering down of strong anticriminal 
motorcycle gang laws. I was on the committee that reported on the lockout laws, and we heard evidence 
from a number of tourism operators and tourism businesses including hotels, hostels, tour operators 
and entertainment venue operators about the negative impact that these laws and earlier closing times 
are going to have on their businesses. Whether it was Cairns, Airlie Beach, Townsville, the Gold Coast 
or Brisbane’s Fortitude Valley, the industry does not support the government’s laws. They will cost jobs, 
it will cost Queensland income and it will hurt tourism.  

In Cairns the government could not find a single witness to support their laws—a very telling fact. 
I table an article from today’s Courier-Mail and a Facebook post from a club owner who is closing the 
doors of his venue in Fortitude Valley because the lockout laws will impact on his business and he 
cannot see a viable way forward, because of the reduced revenue from the actions of this government. 
Tabled paper: Article from the Courier-Mail online, dated 17 June 2016, titled ‘Fortitude Valley bar blames impending lockout laws 
as it shuts its doors for good’ [995]. 
Tabled paper: Extract, undated, of Prestige Bar’s Facebook page, regarding closure due to lockout laws [996]. 
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Businesses told the committee that the laws would cost jobs. It is sadly true. Twenty people are 
now out of work in that business and there will be more. The same has occurred in New South Wales.  

It is not too late for the government to listen to the tourism sector, to take note of the evidence 
that shows that most alcohol related violence occurs before 1 am as a result of drugs or preloading 
away from entertainment precincts, to listen to tourism operators across the state and to abandon these 
laws. If those opposite are really in favour of jobs—tourism jobs, private sector jobs—that is what they 
will do. I think we on this side of the House have figured out—and the people of Queensland will 
eventually figure out—that the government is no friend of the jobseeker in Queensland.  

The overwhelming message from Gold Coast tourism chiefs about the criminal motorcycle gang 
laws is that they support the tough approach taken by the LNP that has kept the Gold Coast virtually 
free of bikie violence since 2013. The minister needs to listen to the important views about Queensland’s 
gem of tourism, the Gold Coast, and reject any watering down of the anti-bikie laws. They have kept 
safe not only Gold Coasters but also every person—every family, every child—visiting the Gold Coast. 
They have been kept safe from the eruptions of bikie related violence that we saw in 2013 that made 
international headlines and reflected terribly on the image of the coast as a tourism destination.  

If there is one thing this government can do to safeguard the reputation of the Gold Coast as a 
destination to visit, I would say it is to keep the bikies out. No tourist wants to feel harassed, intimidated 
and frightened by criminal motorcycle gangs. Re-emergence of the bikies on the Gold Coast at this 
point in time represents the single biggest threat to tourism on the Gold Coast. The minister needs to 
make sure her colleagues understand the importance of this issue to the coast. The minister should 
listen to the industry and, with its guidance, wake up the government to common sense and the interests 
of the entire community when it comes to bikies.  

Queenslanders love their sport. I am an avid sports fan and a racing fan, too, unlike the Minister 
for Racing, who apparently had never been to a race meet before she became minister. I welcome the 
government retaining the LNP’s successful Get in the Game initiative. The participation of children in 
sport is vitally important to their overall development and health. That is why the LNP made available 
$150 vouchers for kids and grants to improve participation and infrastructure.  

Research from the Parliamentary Library shows that the Beaudesert electorate received the third 
highest amount of Get Playing Places and Spaces funding over rounds 1 to 4 of the program—edged 
out by only Mount Isa and Gregory. This reflects the dedication of the many hardworking sporting clubs 
and associations in the electorate. They put a lot of time and effort into supporting sport and recreation 
and seeking out grant funding. Well done. I have been advocating since the time I came to this place 
for investment in our sporting facilities.  

As I have said before in this House, I have no confidence in the Labor Party to deliver for the 
people of Queensland or the residents in my electorate. If my constituents need proof of this point, the 
budget provides it. Labor has raided $4 billion from public servants’ super. Last year it stopped 
contributing. The government transferred billions of dollars in debt from the government to Energex, 
Ergon and other GOCs, meaning that every Queenslander pays more for power than they should. Still 
the Labor government cannot run a surplus, and debt and unemployment continue to rise. They have 
raided the cookie jar—in fact several of them—and still debt, deficit and unemployment go up. If that is 
not a sign of failure, I do not know what is. We need a government in this state that can trigger and 
provide a catalyst for private sector investment so that business can grow and employ more people. 
Labor does not get it. Its only answer is to employ more public servants—employee expenses are up 
seven per cent this year—to impose more red and green tape to keep their friends in the Greens happy 
and public servants in a job, and to strangle any part of the economy that is not aligned to their union 
paymasters. That is what we are seeing with the proposal for Energy Queensland to go out into the 
market and compete with small business electricians—a proposal that many people in my electorate, 
where most businesses are small businesses, are very worried about.  

I fight for improvements to infrastructure and services, no matter who is in government. I have 
been fighting for improvements to the Mount Lindesay Highway, Beaudesert Police Station and 
Beaudesert State High School, for increased TMR services in Boonah, and for a fair go for farmers who 
are faced with ever-increasing electricity bills to irrigate their farms, especially dairy farmers and 
horticultural producers. In government I was proud to deliver maternity services back to Beaudesert 
Hospital, working with the community. We stopped coal seam gas activities. We made improvements 
to crucial intersections on the Mount Lindesay Highway. Beaudesert Racecourse was upgraded and 
reopened. Jimboomba Park secured $1.5 million to upgrade its fields. The 540 bus service went from 
offering three services a day to running hourly services. Wyaralong Dam was made a top-class rowing 
facility. We froze car rego. We held down irrigation tariffs for farmers—tariff 62, 65 and 66. There were 
other things as well, but there is more to be done.  
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This budget is a slap in the face for the Beaudesert electorate. There is still no plan for the Mount 
Lindesay Highway, despite the government’s own safety review hearing dozens of submissions about 
the need for significant improvements. In 2010 Labor approved massive residential developments at 
Flagstone and Yarrabilba, and there are estimates that put population in these two estates at over 
50,000 in the next three to five years. This represents a great deal of pressure on the Mount Lindesay 
Highway, yet now that Labor are back in office do they take responsibility for building the infrastructure 
to service those estates? No, they do not. The people moving into these areas and my constituents 
from Beaudesert and beyond who travel the Mount Lindesay Highway every day suffer because the 
Labor government failed to plan in 2010, they failed in 2015 and they are still failing.  

This is a failed government. They promised the people of Queensland they could deliver 
infrastructure without privatisation, without raising taxes and without reducing services, but the delivery 
is quite different. The infrastructure spend is lower than in the last LNP budget, there are higher taxes, 
fees and charges and there is the addition of several thousand more public servants to the payroll of 
long-suffering taxpayers who, in my part of the world at least, just want to see basic infrastructure needs 
met.  

I note with appreciation the recent commitment from the Turnbull government and the member 
for Wright, Scott Buchholz, to provide $10 million in funding for the Mount Lindesay Highway. I have 
lobbied and will continue to lobby for an upgrade to the Beaudesert Police Station. I know that not 
everything can be done at once—we need to prioritise things—but when I called out to the Minister for 
Police the other day, asking where the funds were coming from for this project, he responded to me by 
saying words to the effect, ‘Come over to this side of the House and you’ll be right.’ I think it is a disgrace 
that the Minister for Police clearly shows he prioritises party politics and pork-barrelling above what is 
needed on the ground in various parts of Queensland. No matter where you live in Queensland or who 
you vote for, when it comes to things like police resources, health and education services, the 
Queensland government should treat all equally in assessing need. A priority list should not be 
influenced by whether your electorate is ALP, LNP or anything else. We miss out on a Beaudesert 
Police Station upgrade again. It has been on the books since about 2004. Officer numbers have 
increased from about five to 20 in that time. We will continue fighting for that.  

I table an article from this week’s Beaudesert Times in relation to increasing electricity prices for 
irrigators.  
Tabled paper: Media article from the Beaudesert Times, undated, titled ‘Irrigators slam electricity hikes’ [997]. 

I know the farmer in the article well—a top farmer who produces top-notch vegetables for both 
national and international markets in the Fassifern and the Bundaberg region as well. The Fassifern, 
where I live, and the Lockyer have dozens of world-class farmers who are being squeezed more and 
more by electricity prices. Of course this means less income for the community, but eventually it means 
less income for the state because when these farmers go to the wall because of electricity prices we all 
lose. We will be more dependent on imported food. Our government worked to hold down these tariffs, 
but Labor has abandoned these farmers. Labor had the chance to bolster agriculture in a massive way. 
The decision by the AER to reduce revenue for Energex was a once-in-five-year opportunity to reduce 
electricity costs for irrigators, and Labor has failed. By saying that no person in Energex would lose their 
job, Labor is sacrificing the jobs of farmers who produce the food we eat, the milk we drink and who are 
the lifeblood of rural Queensland in the interests of the ETU and the CFMEU. Those cost savings 
through reduced revenue paid to Energex should be passed on to farmers.  

We see the agriculture minister throwing away Queensland’s BJD protected zone status and 
making changes to the tick line without properly consulting people who are affected by it whilst 
budgeting $7 million to victimise farmers who are managing the vegetation on their property. It is a 
disgrace that farmers and rural landholders are targeted in this manner. Long-suffering dairy farmers, 
because of the milk price wars and the $1 a litre milk, will have more issues with red tape and 
heavy-handed regulation coming onto them from this government. The primary producers of this state 
do not need more regulation. They are the best custodians of the land that we know and the government 
should get behind them. 

I welcome the $463,000 that the south coast region of TMR has informed me has been allocated 
for safety works at Aratula on the Cunningham Highway. I have lobbied for these and it has been great 
that the south coast region has seen fit to allocate these funds. 

In the time remaining I want to touch on some comments from the member for Logan earlier. The 
member for Logan claimed credit for the Beaudesert town bypass—something funded by the LNP in 
2014 and a long way from his electorate. I realise that the member for Logan may be somewhat short 
of things to claim credit for in his own electorate, but he should not need to claim credit for projects that 
the LNP has delivered in Beaudesert.  
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In closing, former deputy prime minister Tim Fischer was in the gallery earlier and, with your 
indulgence, Madam Deputy Speaker Linard, I want to make one comment in what has been a tragic 
week in part of the United States and another tragedy occurring in the United Kingdom this morning 
with the death of a member of the House of Commons. Tim Fischer as the deputy prime minister of 
Australia stared down a lot of opposition from the National Party in 1996 together with John Howard to 
introduce the gun laws that we have here in Australia today. That took a lot of courage—and with your 
indulgence, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will finish on this point—but Australia is a better place today 
because of it. We need to see similar courage from members of parliament on all sides to face the big 
issues facing Queensland and Australia today and we could all take a leaf from the courage shown by 
Tim Fischer and John Howard facing down their own— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Linard): Order! Thank you, member. I have given you some 
indulgence, but if you are going to move on to political statements like that I call the Minister for 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 
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